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me only rights of man, natural rights, were those found in the
laws of his own nature, so, according to the Emile> education
is to be guided by these same laws. The " natural man " is
not the savage man, but man governed and directed by the
laws of his own nature. Such laws, as are the laws of any
other portion of nature, are discoverable through investigation.
Most criticisms of Rousseau (and very many of these may be
valid) are based upon the fact that Rousseau himself, like
most others, was ignorant of the real facts, certainly of the
IaT^s, of human nature, and that, despite the lack of actual
knowledge, he was given to dogmatizing.
This being, according to Rousseau, the primary meaning
of education according to nature, an opposition to society
follows as a corollary. " We must choose between making
a man and a citizen, for we cannot make both at once."
But it must be understood that in a citizen and in society he
had primarily in mind the civilization of the eighteenth cen-
tury. In the Social Contract he had shown how a high state
of culture, one infinitely preferable to the existing one, could
be developed on a different social principle, that of individ-
ual choice, instead of that of arbitrary authority. Yet much
in the situation is of general significance and is but a new
form of the old problem of individual rights and social wel-
fare. The same individualistic solution is given by Rousseau
as was given by the Sophists and by the early Renaissance
leaders. While Rousseau often suggests a rather vague doc-
trine of the primacy of self-love and love of goodness among
human motives, no harmonization of this conflict is sought
or found as it was by the Greek philosophers or the humanists
of the reform period. As with the rationalism of the early
eighteenth century, so with Rousseau, criticism is negative
and destructive, with little of the constructive element in it.
The positive interpretation is to be found in the following
period: philosophically, with Kant and Hegel; educationally*
with Herb art and FroebeL